
DIRECTIVE ON THE USE OF THE 
EXTRAORDINARY FORM 

 
 
 
 
   September 4, 2013 
 
 
To: The priests of the Diocese of London and the priests-religious living and working in the 

diocese 
 
 
Dear Brothers in Christ, 
 
 The pastoral care of those members of the faithful who adhere to the Tridentine 
Mass, that is, the Mass as it was celebrated before the liturgical reforms initiated by the Second 
Vatican Council, has been dutifully seen to in the Diocese of London since it first became 
possible to do so directly in 1984. At that time, an indult of then Pope John Paul II allowed the 
diocesan bishop to permit the celebration of the Mass according to the Roman Missal of 1962 
where there was a genuine need to provide for those persons and groups who were devoted to the 
pre-Vatican II form of the Eucharistic liturgy. Bishop Sherlock, acting on this indult and 
subsequent directives issued in 1988, wisely authorized the celebration of the Tridentine Mass in 
London and Windsor, which weekly celebrations in those two locations continue to this day. 
 
 In July 2007, Pope Benedict XVI extended the authority to celebrate the 
Tridentine Mass as the extraordinary form of the Roman Rite to any priest who received a 
request from a group of the faithful for the celebration of this form of the Mass without needing 
the prior permission of the diocesan bishop in order to do so. In the intervening years since Pope 
Benedict’s apostolic letter, there has not been a notable increase in the number of those 
requesting the Tridentine Mass. For the better part, the weekly Masses in London and Windsor 
continue to provide for the greater majority of those who desire the extraordinary form.  
Nevertheless, the recent papal indult and subsequent norms (2011) are clear that it is to be made 
available to any of the faithful who ask for it. 
 
 That being said, these recent directives do not nullify the diocesan bishop’s 
primary responsibility to oversee the liturgical life of the diocese (see further canon 835, §1).  
Indeed, the latest norms on the extraordinary form entrust to the diocesan bishop the task of 
seeing to their correct interpretation and implementation. Consequently, in fidelity to the role 
that is mine as the chief liturgist of the diocese, I would ask that I be informed whenever a priest 
receives a request to celebrate the Tridentine Mass or other rites utilizing the pre-Vatican II 
rituals. This is not to be understood as needing to seek my permission in order to celebrate the 
extraordinary form of the Roman Rite. Rather it is simply an effort to coordinate the pastoral and 
liturgical life of the diocese. Similarly if a Mass utilizing the extraordinary form is added to a 
parish’s Sunday Mass schedule, I would ask that here too I be informed since such a decision has 



pastoral consequences for that parish both now and in the future. Finally, in order to assure that 
those who celebrate the extraordinary form of the Roman Rite are qualified to do so, that is, that 
they are properly trained and thus may celebrate with intelligibility and reverence, I would ask 
that those priests who intend to celebrate Mass or the other rites of the extraordinary form notify 
me so that I may have certainty as to their ability to do so properly. 
 
 It is the wish and intent of the Holy Father that the celebration of the Tridentine 
Mass not be impeded but facilitated when it is reasonably requested. It is my desire to continue 
the established practice in the diocese to provide for the faithful who seek this form of the liturgy 
in accordance with the directives of the Church, while at the same time asking the cooperation of 
those priests who may be involved in order to assure coordination and harmony within the 
pastoral life of our local Church. 
 
   
  Fraternally yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
  Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B.  
  Bishop of London 
RPF/bk 
 
 
 
 


